Suddenly the snow began to fall. I stopped and stood contemplating that moment: the
snowflakes falling, the gray sky, the forest, the woman by my side. The woman who has
always been by my side.

I felt like telling her then, but decided to let her find out when she read these pages for the
first time. This book is dedicated to you, Christina, my wife.

According to the writer Jorge Luis Borges, the idea of the Zahir comes from Islamic
tradition and is thought to have arisen at some point in the eighteenth century. Zahir, in
Arabic, means visible, present, incapable of going unnoticed. It is someone or something
which, once we have come into contact with them or it, gradually occupies our every
thought, until we can think of nothing else. This can be considered either a state of
holiness or of madness.
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